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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, LA, US 

SUBJECT: CABINET DISCUSSES DEMONSTRATIONS, INTEGRATION OF 
PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATIONS, AND HABIB VISIT 

SUMMARY: AT WEEKLY PRESS CONFERENCE, GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN 
WHO WAS SHOWING SIGNS OF EMOTIONAL STRAIN - DIS- 
CUSSED LAO CABINET MEETING OF JUNE 4 WHICH, AMONG OTHER 
THINGS, DISSOCIATED PGNU FROM RECENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
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ADMINISTRATION FOR SAVANNAKHET AND RECOMMENDED SAME SYSTEM 
FOR OTHER PROVINCES. 

CABINET ALSO MADE SEVERAL ECONOMIC DECISIONS INCLUDING APPROVAL 
OF A JAPANESE SUGAR REFINERY 

AND OF EXPORTATION OF LUMBER FROM LAOS. SPOKESMAN HAD TO 
BE REMINDED OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY HABIB'S VISIT; HE SAID 
HABIB UNDERSTOOD PGNU POSITION WELL. END SUMMARY. 

1. GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN OUDAY SOUVANNAVONG GAVE RAMBLING 
AND AT TIMES INCOHERENT PRESS CONFERENCE JUNE 5. USIS 
PRESS OFFICER DESCRIBED ATMOSPHERE IN ROOM AS STRANGE; LPF 
CHEF DE CABINET AT MININFO APPEARED SUPREMELY IN CONTROL 
OF PROCEEDINGS, SMILING CONFIDENTLY AND STROLLING ABOUT THE 
ROOM, WHILE OUDAY WAS UNCHARACTEP 
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